
 

For more information, contact the office of  

Mission Support 

West Virginia Baptist Convention 

PO Box 1019 

Parkersburg, West Virginia 26102 

Phone: 304-422-6449 
 

John E. Simmons, Associate Executive Minister 

 jsimmons@wvbc.org 
 

 Lisa Simmons, Associate of Mission Support 

Lsimmons@wvbc.org  304-273-9693 

Joan Hall, Administrative Assistant 

hall@wvbc.org 
 

This mailing is made possible by your gifts to 
MSMO and United Mission. 

 

Contact Joan at hall@wvbc.org 
if you do not want to receive this mailing.  
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Mission Matters is a 

periodic update from 

the offices of  

Mission Support  

of the WVBC. 

Our mission is to empower local churches to be Christ honoring communities of  faith, and to 

help them fulfill  their mission by enabling them to do together what they cannot do alone. 

MISSION MATTERS                              
in the 

MOUNTAIN STATE 

 

 

 

What’s the Condition of Mission Education in your Church? 
 

 Annually in the United States we receive a State of the Union address from the   

 president and in West Virginia we receive a State of the State address from the governor.     

 For many businesses it is standard procedure to evaluate the business year in terms of gains   

 and losses monetarily, vision focus, personnel, etc.  Hopefully churches do conscious evalua-  

 tion each year of where they are in terms of their God given vision and mission and adjust as  

   needed, thus making sure that the ministries and the whole community of faith itself is  

   closely following God’s lead. 
 

   Has your church ever considered the state of mission education in the church?   
   On a scale of 1 (lowest) to 5(highest) where would you place your church in the area of      

   mission education for everyone in the church? 
 

   Here are some serious questions to consider: 
 

   How does our church consciously educate each age group about missions (at home or      

   abroad)?  List these ways 
 

   How often is our church highlighting mission work through: 
 

 Pulpit presentations (preaching, and other large group presentations) 

 In small groups (connection groups, men’s fellowship, youth groups, children’s 

groups) 

 In Sunday School (all ages) 

 Conversations and opportunities to hear from career and volunteer missionaries. 

 Organized mission opportunities sponsored by or encouraged by the church 

 Sharing missionary journals, “Skyping” missionaries 

 Bible studies on mission work in the Bible and the responsibilities of every fol-

lower in the area of mission 

 Promotion and support of the World Mission Offering  

 Joining a Missionary Partnership Network and supporting a specific International 

Ministries missionary 

 Providing updates on missionaries and their specific needs 

 Encouraging people to listen to God and consider a call to mission work, either 

full time or volunteer 
 

    Consider a “missions audit” this year.  Answer the above questions and find out where your    

    church is on the 1-5 scale.  Make plans for 2018 that will prepare people in your church to  

    be missional followers of Christ. 
 

    Need Help?  Contact Lisa Simmons, Associate in Mission Support for guidance, direction and  

    assistance at Lsimmons@wvbc.org or 304-273-9693. 



                    

                    CAMP GLOBAL 2017                                        MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

Name_________________________________________________________ (M ___ F ___ )  

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email__________________________________________  Phone____________________ 

 

Cell Phone____________________________ Roommate preference____________ 

 

Church_____________________________________ Assoc. ______Deposit _________ 

Mail registration form and check to: West Virginia Baptist Convention   

WMC - 2018, PO Box 1019, Parkersburg, WV 26102 

Call Joan at 1.304.422.6449 or email hall@wvbc.org.  

$800 includes: 

 Double occupancy at Green Lake 
 Conference meals 
 Hotels in route 

Additional costs: 
 IM Conference fee 
 Meals in route 
 Personal spending  

Deposit of $200 due by  

January 15, 2018 
Payments of $150 due  

February, March, April, May 
  

 

July 3 - 9, 2018 

2018 

WE ARE… 

 Camp Global 2017 featured more IM mission-

aries than any of our previous camps.  Lisa Simmons 

planned the camp around the theme: “WE ARE…”  

We are God’s children; we are light; we are on mis-

sion; we are… 

 Rev. Ron Stoner was the 

Bible study leader, Debbie 

Mulniex led vespers each evening and there were lots of mission-

ary presentations.  Juan and Denise Aragon shared about their 

“journey with purpose” that is taking them to serve in Chiapas, 

Mexico;  Keith, Debbie, Boyden and Bailey Myers shared about 

their work in Mexico with CICEM; Debbie Mulniex shared about 

her new mission assignment;  Todd McClure shared about his trip 

to Lebanon and God’s vision for continued work there; and Yevette Shafer shared her 

passion for the efforts to stop human trafficking. 

 As always, there were hands-on learning opportunities for all ages and intergen-

erational games.  Camp Global provides an opportunity for people to learn about mis-

sions and to explore their own call to missionary service. 

 God continues to use Camp Global to speak to people who are open to hear 

God’s voice! 

CAMP GLOBAL 2018 – August 10 - 12 

Photos by: Keith Myers 



            

                       MISSION NEWS                                                MISSION NEWS 

 I will never forget my first day.  
As I was driving very early on that Mon-
day morning in the fog and mist of the 
West Virginia hills, I was excited and ter-
rified at the same time.  I had just fin-
ished college, started my first full-time 
student pastor job, got married, went on 
our honeymoon, moved to a new city 
and had officially begun “adulating.”  

When I arrived, I didn’t know what to expect.  It was my first day at 
Eastern Baptist (now Palmer) Theological Seminary’s West Virginia 
Extension campus.  I sat down at the table and put my name on the 
paper triangle in front of me and began the journey of a lifetime. 
 

  Fast forward 21 years later.  With a stunning sense of deja-
vu, I walked into the room.  The tables were set up the same way as 
all those years before.  The coffee was on in the back and as people 
began to file into the room, I saw the same look on their faces.  This 
time I was on the other side of the table on the other side of the 
world.  I realized that I had come full-circle. 
 

  It happened last week in Campinas, Brazil, just a few hours 
drive north of São Paulo, which is the largest city in the Americas.  
We’re talking a number with 8 digits here (north of 12 million) in the 
city alone.  I was there to join in on the orientation of Palmer Semi-
nary’s Masters of Theological Studies group in Brazil.  Ever since the 

then EBTS took a chance and began an M. Div. program in WV, the 
seminary has stayed on the innovative side of getting theological 
education to pastors and leaders.  When the program began just 
over 25 years ago, it was the first of its kind.  It was so new they had 
to prove the program would work.  Many of us took a gamble on the 
seminary and prayed that it would.  In time, the program was accred-
ited and now almost every seminary has a program like it. 
 

   One of my dreams, from that first week when I sat at those 
tables as a student starting in 1996, was to move to the front of the 
room and become one of the professors.  Now I have the opportu-
nity of walking alongside Latin American pastors and leaders as they 
journey down this very familiar road.  From Mexico City and Mexicali 
in Mexico; Los Angeles, Philadelphia and Florida in the US, and this 
year in Brazil and Bolivia, we will be training around 70 men and 
women to lead the church for years to come. 
 

  This program gives me a new sense of hope.  It is a hope for 
the future that is rooted in seeing how God is using this program to 
change lives of pastors and leaders in the short-run, but in the long-
run I see the hope of a glorious future for the kingdom of God, His 
church in Latin America and around the world. 
 

  May it be so and may God get all the glory and praise and 
may this world be changed by the power of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

          In missionary service, JD Reed 

 Debbie Mulneix has been   

  asked to take a new missionary  

  role.  As a regional missionary to  

  Asia and Southeast Asia, she will  

  work with Leslie Turley and Ben Chan  

  to strengthen relationships with part- 

   ners in the region.  Debbie’s main   

   responsibility will be to provide train-

ing to churches in Asia and in the US to send volunteers 

and short-term mission teams to enrich their cross-

cultural ministry experience and to prepare their hearts 

and skills to become global servants. 

 She will also assist the two area directors in pro-

viding care and service arrangements to their special 

assistants, volunteers who regularly travel to specific 

countries to help with programming and projects. 

A unique part of her new responsibilities will be to or-

ganize small groups to accompany her as she visits each 

partner.  These groups may be educational groups or 

work groups, as is appropriate at the time. 
 

 "This is a new concept of service for missionar-

ies in IM. Some things we will need to work out as we 

go but I will always need your prayers and support as I 

step into this new role.  My hope is those of you who 

have supported me through the years will be willing to 

continue that support, and also take one more step.  It 

is imperative that I make a realistic budget.  I am finding 

the best way to do this is to ask each of you to assess 

your yearly gift and to pledge that amount to my sup-

port in the next few weeks.  I will be praying for a few 

new donors, or a few of my current supporters to in-

crease their giving, but we have worked very hard to 

keep my future budget needs close my current needs. 

However,  there will be a few additional items that I will 

be responsible for. Thank you so much for all of the 

cards, letters, warm welcomes and prayers you have 

given in the past.”   

My Love and God's blessings to you all. Debbie 

 

 

 

 

 Due to your  prayers, 

  some fortitude and persev- 

  erance, we  survived our  

  first term (4 ½ years) of    

  cross - cultural ministry in  

  Mexico.   Since arriving in   

  Mexico,  our hearts have 

been blessed and filled with 

an abundance of new relationships with our partners in 

CICEM, neighbors, other missionaries and folks at Pue-

bla Christian School PCS.  As of June 1st, we began our 

one year US/Puerto Rico home assignment.  When we 

arrived at the Mission House in Parchment Valley, we 

discovered it to be fully furnished, as well as, food in the 

pantry. We were able to go directly to bed. We want to 

extend our gratitude to the WVBC, WVABW Ministries 

and staff at Parchment Valley for your generosity and 

love.  

 Our return home can be described as an arrival 

to foreign that used to be familiar. The summer has 

been jam packed with conferences, visiting family that 

we hadn’t seen in many years, vacation and visiting with 

ministry partners. The hardest part of the summer 

months happened in the middle of August when we 

dropped Boyden and Baillie off at BIOLA (Bible Institute 

of Los Angeles) for college and then boarded a plane 

without them. We are officially empty nesters and mi-

nus 50% of our ministry team.  

 As a new chapter in life begins to unfold, we 

have these convictions… “Being confident of this very 

thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will 

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6 

and “looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 

faith” Hebrews 12:2a. The Greek word translated 

“author” can also mean “captain”. Therefore, we are 

assured that He (Jesus) is our captain and He is not done 

with us yet. Over the next few months, we are excited 

to reconnect with those of you who have been so faith-

ful with prayers and financial support. As well, we 

would like to forge new relationships. Please contact 

keith.myers@internationalministries.org  or deb-

bie.myers@internationalminstries.org if you would be 

interested in hearing more about or becoming part of a 

team to visit our ministry with CICEM in Mexico.  

Debbie Mulneix   
Regional Missionary 
 to Asia and SE Asia 

 
 Due to recent flooding in Texas and Louisiana 
you can help those in need by giving to One Great 
Hour of Sharing. Have your church treasurer mail your 
gift to the WVBC office on the remittance form on line 
7 marked “Hurricane Harvey.” 

American Baptists Urged to 
Lift Up Those Affected by  

Hurricane Harvey 
You can Give to One Great Hour of Sharing  

Every year during September and October, International      
Ministries sends churches free resources about global mis-
sion. This is the World Mission Offering—a time for congre-
gations to come together to celebrate and support the min-
istries God is using to transform the world. 

This year's resources are now available. Be sure to place 
your order soon, as shipping can take up to two weeks. 

Ways to order World Mission Offering resources: 

Fill out the electronic order form. 
Mail in the printed order form that your church receives in 
the mail with its World Mission Offering sample packet.   
You may also download this order form at 
www.internationalministries.org. 

Email us at wmo@internationalministries.org with your or-
der and contact information. Call us at 1-800-222-3872, ext. 
2208 or 2182, during 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM EST, or leave us a 
message 24/7. 

Packets have been 

mailed to your church. 

Here’s how to order  

additional materials.  

J.D. & Rhonda Reed Family   
Bolivia Keith & Debbie Myers Family 

Mexico 

mailto:keith.myers@internationalministries.org
mailto:Debbie.myers@internationalminstries.org
mailto:Debbie.myers@internationalminstries.org
https://fs27.formsite.com/InternationalMinistries/form1/index.html
mailto:wmo@internationalministries.org


            

CELEBRATING MISSIONS 

Church family - Communida Neuva Esperanza  

 

 It seems like yesterday, but it was nine years ago.  I clearly remem-

ber Rev. Paul Fulks’ phone call from Nicaragua telling me the medications 

and medical supplies they had carefully packed for their mission were 

confiscated by customs. Paul, as the trip leader had to accept the “first 

rule” of missions – FLEXIBILITY!  The group had to change their mission 

focus from being a medical trip to working with a local church.  Their 

work with the local church introduced them to a young couple that God 

was calling into ministry – Juan and Denise Aragon.  At the invitation of Rev. Mark Houser, Juan 

and Denise packed their belongings into six suitcases and moved their lives to West Virginia. 
 

 God has allowed Juan and Denise to minister with the churches of 

the West Virginia Baptist Convention.  They 

have become part of the fabric of the Con-

vention and our lives.  We have watched 

them grow in their faith, their knowledge 

and their commitment to Christ.  And now 

we   send them out on mission to Chiapas,   

Mexico. 
 

 There is nothing more fulfilling for 

a body of believers than to see the mature fruit of faith being 

commissioned or ordained for ministry. 
 

 On August 6, 2017, the West Virginia Baptist 

Convention was blessed to witness the commis-

sioning of Rev.  Juan and Denise Aragon as Interna-

tional Ministries commissioned them as IM mis-

sionaries to Chiapas at the Lubeck Community 

Baptist Church (Parkersburg).  The service of commissioning was a moving time of 

worship and celebration. 

 

 

 IM staff, board members, and missionaries were among the many who attended the com-

missioning service.    Host pastor, Rev. Mark Houser, brought 

greetings from the church and welcomed everyone to the spe-

cial service.  The opening scripture was read in Tsotsil, the lan-

guage of the people group with whom the Aragons will work.  

Later scripture readings featured Juancito Aragon, Henry Rami-

rez and Leon Espinosa, all part of Comunidad Nueva Esparanza      

(Good Hope). 
 

 I had the great privilege of preaching the commis-

sioning sermon using Genesis 12:1-4 as the text.  Lisa Sim-

mons gave the charge to the Ara-

gons’ Mission Partnership Team 

(MPT).  Executive Minister, Dr. 

David Carrico, gave words of en-

couragement with Rev. Sharon Koh, Executive Director for IM, giving her 

encouragement through a video. 
 

 The litany of commissioning was led by IM Board members, Mari-

jane Kiley and Roger Raikes.  They also presented traditional gifts from IM 

to the Aragons.  Adalia Gutierrez Lee, Area Director and supervisor for the Aragons, pinned the 

Aragons and led the service of “laying on of hands.” 
 

 The Aragons depart for their ministry assignment on September 6.  We 

celebrate their service to the Lord 

here in West Virginia and pledge our 

prayer and financial support for 

them as they serve the Lord in Chia-

pas. 

Adalia Gutierrez-Lee, Area Director  
Iberoamerica and the Caribbean, pinning ceremony 

Scripture read by Juancito 

Special friend Judy Fulks 

Litany of Commissioning, Marijane Kiley and 
Roger Raikes, members, Board of Directors,  IM 

International  Ministries Global Servants 

Aragon  Mission Partnership Team 

Special friends, Lisa & John Simmons 

Photos by: Zola Miller 

100% — LOVED;  
100% PRAYED FOR; and 

100% FUNDED!  
THANK YOU! 


